Governance, public participation and accountability: to whom are regional health authorities accountable?
The discourse of health reform has emphasized the need to increase public participation in decision-making as a way to enhance accountability. Despite recent gains in public participation in health care--primarily through citizen governance of regional health authorities--a clearly articulated accountability framework remains elusive in the Canadian context. If citizen participation is to be effective and meaningful, governing boards and politicians need to adopt an accountability framework that clearly delineates roles and responsibilities.